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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
DE101084493 (Obendiek). 

Re claim 19, Obendiek discloses a convertible vehicle top, comprising a first roof part 
(5), a second roof part (4) adjoining the first roof part in a closed position of the top, an upper 
link mechanism (21, 20), and a link (28) pivotably connected to the first roof part, so that the link 
and the first roof part are capable of rotating relative to each other, and wherein the upper link 
mechanism is disposed between the link and the second roof part so as to connect the link to the 
second roof part (see figure 3), wherein said first roof part is a middle roof part of the convertible 
vehicle top and the second roof part is a front roof part of the convertible vehicle top. 

Re claim 20, Obendiek discloses a convertible vehicle top comprising a first roof part (5), 
a second roof part (4) adjoining the first roof part in a closed position of the top, an upper link 
mechanism (21, 20), and a link (28) pivotably connected to the first roof part so that the link and 
the first roof part are capable of rotating relative to each other and wherein the upper link 
mechanism is disposed between the link and the second roof part so as to connect the link to the 
second roof part (see figure 3), wherein said upper link mechanism forms part of a four-bar 
linkage (4a, 20, 21, and 28) including a first connecting link (20) and a second connecting link 
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(21), said first connecting link and said second connecting link being each pivotably connected 
to said second roof part and to said link. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-18 and 21-32 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 3/26/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the link 28 shown by the Obendiek reference is not pivotally 
connected to the middle roof part 5. The examiner respectfully disagrees. The link 27 is rigidly 
connected to the roof part 5. The link 28 is pivotally connected to 27 by the link 25. Therefore, 
the link 28 is pivotally connected to the roof part 5 by the links 27 and 28. While the link 28 is 
not directly pivoted on the roof part 5 or the link 28 does not pivot around a pivot located on the 
roof part 5, the roof part and link are capable of rotating relative to each other according to what 
is required by the claim language. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason S. Morrow whose telephone number is (571) 272-6663. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00a.m. -4:30p.m.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn Dayoan can be reached on (571) 272-6659. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3612 



May 11,2007 




